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Dear Friends,
We’ve had another record-breaking year, 

thanks to our dedicated African partners, book 
drive organizers, volunteers, and board of 
directors.  In 2013 we started or improved 259 
African libraries - amazing for an all-volunteer, 
JUDVVURRWV�QRQSUR¿W���(DUO\�LQ������ZH�SDVVHG�
the 1,000 library milestone, and we have now 
shipped 1,165 libraries and 1.2 million books 
since our start in 2005!  Wow!

We’ve just returned from Malawi where we 
held our 4th and best-ever African Partners 
Summit.  It was magic to bring together 38 
international delegates who are passionate 
about developing Africa through reading.  
(LJKW\�¿YH�0DODZL�WHDFKHU�OLEUDULDQV�DWWHQGHG�
training workshops, and I loved spending time 
with 100 schoolchildren who joined us for a 
morning.  Our Malawi hosts lived up to their 
reputation as “the warm heart of Africa.”

Our network is growing even stronger.  I just 
YLVLWHG�RXU�QHZHVW�SDUWQHU��5,6(�1HWZRUN�LQ�
6LHUUD�/HRQH���7KH\�UHFHQWO\�UHFHLYHG�WKHLU�¿UVW�
container and are busy turning their books into 
WKHLU�¿UVW����$/3�OLEUDULHV�
2XU�ZRUN�LV�QRW�HDV\�RU�GRQH���(YHU\�GD\�ZH�

get email requests for help from all over Africa.  
We still have so much to do, but we can 
celebrate that the people who read our library 
books are opening new possibilities to live in a 
brighter world.

Chris

ALP Founder

Sierra Leone’s First 35

I’m writing from Sierra Leone, where I am visiting 
���RI�RXU�¿UVW����OLEUDULHV�KHUH��,�ODVW�WUDYHOHG�KHUH����
years ago as a junior-year-abroad student in Free-
town.  Since then, a vicious, 10-year bloody civil war 
wreaked havoc, so I wasn’t sure what to expect.  

To visit the libraries we traveled “upcountry” in a 
4-wheel drive Land Rover.  Some roads were recently 
paved (progress!), but 25 miles of roads had potholes 
WKH�VL]H�RI�SRQGV��¿OOHG�ZLWK�UDLQZDWHU�DQG�FRPSOHWH�
ZLWK�GXFNV���)RU�¿YH�KRXUV�ZH�OXUFKHG�DQG�WRVVHG�OLNH�
an amusement park ride, except when we paused to 
UHSDLU�¿YH�EUHDNGRZQV�RI�RXU�/DQG�5RYHU�

We stopped at schools brimming with uniformed 
schoolchildren who beamed with joy over their new 
books.  They celebrated with marching parades, 
welcome songs and signs.  Children performed 
carefully rehearsed thank you speeches and skits 
about the value of a library.  I toured newly minted 
libraries and listened to proud demonstrations of 
reading aloud.  At one school, I got to see the students 
open our newly arrived boxes of books and shout 
with glee at the contents.  Then they dove in reading 
and reluctantly stopped at the end of the period.  
Charity High School honored me with a gift of two 
live chickens and nine liters of water to show their 
gratitude.  “It is our tradition, after a visitor has walked 
a long way to get here, to offer them water.”  



The Summit That Rocked
Our 4th African Partners Summit has come and gone…and 

it was spectacular.  38 delegates listened hard.  38 delegates 
shared with passion.  38 delegates from 15 countries will never 
forget this week in Malawi that strengthened our skills and 
bound us tighter together.   

Over meals, on long hot rides to visit six libraries over 
bumpy roads, and during the workshops, delegates were in 
non-stop conversation about books, libraries, learning, cultural 
differences, community engagement, and development.  As 
1RQNXOXOHNR�0GOXOL��'LUHFWRU�RI�)XQG]D��6ZD]LODQG��ZURWH�LQ�DQ�
email afterwards, “I was motivated to do better for my country 
and to apply and implement new ways of doing things.”

For the last two days of the weeklong Summit, the 
international delegates worked together to train 85 Malawian 
teacher-librarians in the hottest ideas in African small library 
GHYHORSPHQW���7KH�LGHDV�ZHUH�À\LQJ���7KDW�QLJKW�HYHU\�FRXQWU\�
offered different dances or songs from their culture, partying 
late into the night.  The US delegates rapped about library 
development, what else?  Finally, 100 local schoolchildren and 
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�MRLQHG�XV�WR�FHOHEUDWH�RXU�UHPDUNDEOH�
progress at a Reading Day celebration.  We left inspired. 

Our Guiding Principles

� Partnership.  We create vital partnerships 
between organizers of book drives and 
African communities.

��Community involvement.  We proudly 
rely on local, grass-roots participation to 
FROOHFW��VRUW��SDFN�DQG�VKLS�ERRNV�IURP�1RUWK�
America and to set up, promote and run 
libraries in Africa.

��Volunteerism.  We rely on a network of 
talented volunteers who contribute with heart 
and keep our operations affordable.

��(I¿FLHQF\�� We make it easy for anyone 
to collect and ship books, so that people 
with limited resources can still have a huge 
impact.

��Sustainability.  We don’t just ship books.  
We provide systems, support and follow-up 
to make sure our libraries succeed.

��&XOWXUDO�¿W�  We send books with universal 
DSSHDO�RU�ZLWK�VSHFL¿F�UHOHYDQFH�WR�$IULFD�

��Learning for all.  We educate our book 
drive volunteers, especially schoolchildren, 
about current conditions in Africa.

��(QYLURQPHQWDO�LPSDFW�  We recycle gently 
XVHG�(QJOLVK�ODQJXDJH�ERRNV�WR�KHOS�PHHW�
the urgent shortage of books in Africa.  Many 
of these books would otherwise end up in 
ODQG¿OOV�

Yes! We Went to Africa, Too!

by Olivia & Alec Vercruysse, age 12
For several years we have been collecting books for the African Library Project 

(ALP). This year, ALP invited our family to attend their Summit in Malawi.  We were 
honored and simply could not refuse, and luckily our teachers agreed. 

The highlight of the trip was visiting the schools that have received libraries.  It was 
a roller coaster of emotions.  On the one hand, classes have 100+ students, cement 
ÀRRUV��QR�ERRNV��QR�SHQV��QRWKLQJ�EXW�D�SDLQWHG�EODFNERDUG�RQ�D�EDUH�ZDOO��7KH�IRXUWK�
grade sits under a tree.  Only the seventh and eighth grades have benches.  At one 
school, small kids can’t come to school during the rainy season, as they can’t safely 
cross the swollen rivers around the school.  On the other hand, the kids have energy 
and optimism and the belief, rightly so, that knowledge is the way to a better life.

We were happy to see that the children in Africa are putting the books to good 
use.  They cherish these books, and that motivates us to donate more libraries.  A 
life-changing trip it was.  It made us realize how privileged we are to live on the lucky 
side of the globe.

Time to collect more books... 
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Compassion In Action Awards

The ALP African Partners Summit was the perfect venue 
for honoring two ALP Compassion in Action Awardees for 
2013.  Together they represent both major components of the 
African Library Project: the African partner and the American 
book-drive organizer.

)UDQFLV�.DFKDOD is an Archivist 
ZLWK�WKH�'HOHJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�
Union to Malawi and with his 
brother-in-law, Alexander Munthali, 
is a co-founder of Wungwero Book 
Foundation (WBF).  WBF, a volunteer 
organization, provides librarian 
training for teacher librarians so 
they will be well prepared when the 
ALP books arrive.  In addition to his 
full-time job as an archivist and his 
volunteer work training librarians, 
Francis secures and vets ALP 
library applications in the Zomba 
region of Malawi.  His energy and 
responsiveness are inspirational.

The 9HUFUX\VVH�9DQGHSXWWH�)DPLO\��SDUHQWV�6R¿H�DQG�
Ward and twins Olivia and Alec) came to the ALP 2013 
Summit to help and to learn, not realizing they would be a 
“supply-side” model to ALP’s African partners, 100 Malawian 
teachers, and 100 young learners.  With help from their 
parents, 12-year-olds Alec and Olivia have completed 
fourteen book drives and are working on three more.  
6DLG�6R¿H��³$V�D�IDPLO\��LW��$/3�ERRN�GULYHV��PDGH�

us realize how eight hands, a common goal, and great 
enthusiasm can affect so many people.”  The twins dreamt of 
visiting the libraries they have helped to establish and, during 
two days of visiting ALP libraries and being with ALP’s African 
partners for a whole week, they now feel for themselves the 
impact they have had. 

Wanna Start a Library?

We are always looking for more book drive 
RUJDQL]HUV���(DFK�RUJDQL]HU�FROOHFWV�������
gently used books and about $500 for shipping.  
There is no “typical” book drive organizer.  Our 
organizers have come from elementary, middle 
and high schools; colleges; Scout Troops; small 
businesses and corporations; Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
projects; and families and individuals of every 
age who simply want to make a difference.

Our website is full of complete, step-by-
step guidelines to get you started and see 
you through to the end. For more information 
contact: bookdrives@africanlibraryproject.org.

We’re here to help!

Spring 2014 deadlines:
Swaziland – 3/15/14   Ghana – 4/15/14
Sierra Leone – 5/15/14   Malawi – 6/1/14 

Yes!  I want to make a difference!

Donation Options
<(6���,¶P�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�GRLQJ�D�%RRN�'ULYH�LQ����� �
Donate online: www.africanlibraryproject.org/donate.html �
(QFORVH�D�FKHFN�IRU��� �              , payable to “African Library Project” 

1DPH�        (�PDLO�      

Address             

Phone         My donation is in honor of:      

     Address        

African Library Project is a 501(c)3 corporation.  Your donation is tax-deductible: Federal Tax ID # 65-1261685

African Library Project
5 Thistle Street

Portola Valley, CA 94028 USA
Tel (650) 851.3640

info@AfricanLibraryProject.org
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Veronica’s Dream
by Michael Gottfried, ALP Volunteer 
At the Summit we visited Aquaid Primary School, a school that 

also serves as an orphanage.  I met 12-year-old Veronica who was 
fortunate enough to have a home, although 5km away.  Veronica 
loves spending time with her two brothers and four sisters as well 
as playing soccer after school.  Asked about her future, she eagerly 
replied, “I want to be a doctor.”  I inquired how, and she exclaimed, 
“I will do it through reading books!  Reading has taught me about 
culture, how to work hard, and will allow me to travel one day.”  
+HDULQJ� 9HURQLFD¶V� GUHDP� DQG� VHHLQJ� RXU� VXFFHVV� ¿UVW� KDQG�

has inspired me to establish another book drive to ensure more 
dreams come true.  

Did You Know?

Books4Cause, Chicago, helped us start ��
19 libraries in 2013.

Penn State’s African Library Project ��
Club has now completed 47 libraries!

18-year-old ALP reader Ketelelo ��
0RDSDUH�EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�6DQ�
Bushman ever to graduate from high 
school in Botswana.   The government 
of Botswana has awarded him a full 
scholarship to attend college anywhere 
in the world.

Inspired by ALP’s impact, Botswana ��
LV�QRZ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�QDWLRQDO�RI¿FH�
dedicated to school library development.

The average primary school classroom ��
in Malawi has a student:teacher ratio of 
150:1 ... and they have no books (until 
they get ALP’s shipment).

Our Mission

The African Library Project’s 

mission is to start and improve small 

libraries in sub-Saharan Africa while 

educating Americans about Africa.


