
December 2015

www.africanlibraryproject.org

Dear Friends,

Happy 10th Birthday to Us!  We celebrated by 
having our biggest year ever - 309 libraries to 
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Lesotho, Malawi, South 
Africa, Botswana and Swaziland.  We’re up 
25% from 2014, and our ten-year total is 1,720 
libraries.  
Am I proud?  You betcha!  Proud of all the 

North Americans and Africans who partner 
to recycle high quality books into small 
sustainable libraries in rural Africa where books 
are in short supply.  It is a simple idea, but 
hundreds of people contribute on both sides 
of the Atlantic to make each library a reality.  
Then thousands of people, mostly children, 
read the books in each library, and “Books 
Change Everything.”
Eight of our board members just traveled to 

Ghana (on their own dime) for our 5th bi-
annual African Partners Summit.  It was totally 
inspiring!  First, 33 delegates from 8 countries 
met to visit local libraries, share best practices 
and strengthen our systems and friendships.  
Next, 85 teacher-librarians from all over Ghana 
joined us to learn, share ideas, and celebrate. 
It was crazy fun and inspiring for all!
Despite significant challenges, our African 

partners remain positive and hopeful about 
the future of their children.  Many work as 
volunteers in a culture where volunteerism 
is rare.  I’m so grateful to them and to the 
teacher-librarians who work daily to help 
children expand their horizons through reading. 

With Gratitude,
Chris Bradshaw

 ALP Founder / 
 President

ALP Partners Summit
Our African Partners Summit was a rocking success!  

The purpose of the bi-annual Summit is to support our 
African partners to ensure that your donated books are 
best used to promote literacy and a love of reading.  

The 5-day meeting in November brought together 
library advocates from our six active countries – 
Ghana, Malawi, Swaziland, Lesotho, Sierra Leone and 
Botswana – plus a prospective partner from Kenya.  It 
was a huge effort to bring everyone together, including 
a loyal team of ALP US volunteers who paid their own 
way.  

During these 5 days:
-  We had creative discussions about best practices 

and ways to overcome common challenges.  
-  We visited with Ghana Members of Parliament - 

role models for government support for our efforts.
-  We toured ALP libraries to appreciate their progress 

and gather best practices.  The teachers and students 
are delighted with their ALP books and proudly showed 
off their improved reading skills.  

-  We conducted workshops for 85 teacher-librarians 
who joined us from all over Ghana.  They learned how 
to play reading games, encourage creative writing and 
bookmaking, and use library books to stimulate learning 
in classroom subjects.

-  We conducted face-to-face planning sessions 
between each Partner and their US-based ALP liaison 
to strengthen our work together.

Your financial donations helped to fund the expenses 
of Africans to attend the Summit.  Everyone left more 
inspired and committed to promote literacy through ALP 
libraries.



You sent books...
“Our middle school has started 13 libraries over eight years.  It’s so easy 

to do!  It’s a truly rewarding cause and everyone benefits greatly from the 
experience.  It’s been a great way to develop a community of service-learners.  
We all collect books and our students hold a garage sale to raise the shipping 
costs.  We love this organization and will vigorously continue our support!”  - 
Andrea, Jordan Middle School, U.S.A.

I’m reading them...

“We are really grateful for all the books and the immense support.  The students can now write their own 
poems, essays and plays.  They’ve even formed reading clubs, drama troupes and debate groups.  The books 
have inspired more students to read and become great future leaders.”  -  Quist Rafael, Teacher Librarian, Ghana

This is my favorite book! (today)
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What We’ve Accomplished

What We’re Planning
Chris Bradshaw, the founder of the African Library Project, has watched her dreams expand and grow 

over the past 10 years:  “When I first started, I imagined starting one library.  That vision changed quickly when 
I saw how easy it was to collect high quality books in the USA and how eagerly others joined me.  Soon I was 
dreaming of thousands of African libraries.  I imagined that access to information would have a tremendous 
impact on rural Africans.  Seeing this materialize has been tremendously rewarding.”

What has surprised her?  “My biggest surprise has been our effect on Americans, especially kids.  They learn 
that the world is not created equally, but it seems that most problems in the developing world are impossible 
to overcome.  ALP is unusual in giving kids a concrete way to use their natural compassion to turn their own 
donated books into a practical vehicle for change.  When I see a nine-year old become a global literacy activist, 
that is super cool!”

What are her plans for the next ten years?  “Soon we will start a text messaging system to directly support 
our teacher-librarians’ efforts.  We want to expand into other English-speaking African countries and explore 
working in Francophone Africa.  We will make sure ALP is sustainable without me, so will beef up our reliable 
‘staff’ (volunteer or paid) and improve our operating systems.  And of course, we will put more books into the 
hands of Africans through thousands of additional libraries!”

You Can Help!
Do a Book Drive

Read about it on our website and sign up.
1,000 books + $500 = 1 African Library

Donate
Use the enclosed envelope or donate online at

http://bit.ly/ALPdonate.

Thank YouWe love our library!



African Library Project
5 Thistle Street
Portola Valley, CA 94028
USA

www.africanlibraryproject.org

Top Facebook Post of 2015  
It’s our 10th anniversary! We’re so grateful for all our 

book drive organizers, book donors, warehouse staff, 
board and board emeritus, volunteers, financial and in 
kind donors. But that’s just half the equation... We applaud 
our fabulous African partners, library staff, school staff 
and parents, library committees, Peace Corps Volunteers 
and of course...OUR READERS!   Well done, people. 

Join us to make our next 10 years even better.

Did You Know?
Our mission remains books, not e-readers or • 
computers.  While conditions are improving, 
many rural areas have no electricity and 
most do not have the local expertise to keep 
electronics in good working order.

We supplement the books collected by our • 
book drive organizers with stories written by 
African authors, HIV/AIDs education books, and 
specialty books - all possible thanks to your 
donations.  At this year’s summit, we donated 
Where Women Have No Doctor.  Our partners 
from Malawi and Lesotho reported that this is 
one of the most useful books they’ve received.

We just awarded Ernest Ankomah Kyeremeh • 
our Compassion in Action award.  In 2010, 
Ernest called us from Ghana every day for two 
months to convince us to consider his NGO, 
the Michael Lapsley Foundation, as a partner.  
Now, together, we’ve created 234 ALP libraries 
in Ghana under Ernest’s determined leadership.

Our Mission
The African Library Project’s 
mission is to start and improve small 
libraries in sub-Saharan Africa while 
educating Americans about Africa.


