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Dear Friends,

We’re celebrating three big milestones 
this year: Starting or improving nearly 2,000 
libraries, hiring terrific CEO Isabelle Mussard 
to upgrade our operations and increase the 
impact of our grassroots volunteers, and 
beginning work in Kenya! How did we come so 
far?

It began in 2004 when my family pony 
trekked in the mountain kingdom of Lesotho. I 
learned there was just one library in the entire 
country! A local village headman told me a 
story I now hear nearly every day from every 
corner of Africa.  “Our village/school would 
desperately love a library, but we cannot get 
books.”

Fortunately, American and Canadian 
volunteers are on the job!  High school student 
Maurice Landers of Prosper, TX, typifies our 
book drive organizers who are making African 
dreams a reality.  Maurice writes, “I believe 
that education can be a great equalizer.  The 
opportunity to assist in providing an education 
to a community that would cherish it is a 
blessing.”

Books change lives.  A Swazi principal 
writes, “An HIV-positive girl read a poem during 
morning assembly about the hardships she 
faces, including the difficulties of living with her 
diabetic grandmother.  She’s inspired by the 
stories from the books you sent.  Her words 
touched us, ‘Knowledge is power.  Read.  I’m 
going to keep reading to have a bright future 
and help my grandmother.’”

It takes elbow grease and money to do 
this work.  Please give generously to help us 

change more lives.

With Deepest 
Gratitude,

Chris Bradshaw,
ALP Founder

ALP Transforms Lives
Sidney Sheldon may not make the list of classic 

American authors, but his writing had an enormous 
impact on Mzwakithi (Mzwa) Shongwe, one of the 
speakers at ALP’s 2016 Harambee! fund-raising gala.

Growing up in Siteki, a village of 6,000 in Swaziland, 
Mwza first learned that reading was “cool” at age 10 
when the first library - with books donated by ALP 
volunteers - was delivered to his village.  Once the 
library was up and running, the principal gave all the 
students time to spend in the library, reading.

Mzwa began with books about India, China and 
sharks.  Once he was enrolled in high school with a 
library of books also donated by ALP, Mzwa discovered 
Master of the Game by Sidney Sheldon.  

 “I came from a village where everyone had blue 
collar jobs.  I didn’t know about white collar jobs.  
Through this book, I discovered a new world.  I realized 
that management is really cool.”

Fueled by the interest in management and 
economics that the book had sparked, Mzwa enrolled 
in Middlebury College in Vermont, where he majored in 
International Policy and Economics.  After graduating 
in May, he began working as a management consultant 
for a major consulting firm in Washington, D.C.  “I 
wanted to do strategy work.  To see how a host 
of issues come together and have an impact on a 
business, and then provide some outside help.”

As Mzwa says, “Literature is a precious resource. 
The seed was planted early in me and the love of 
reading has had a massive effect on my life.”



We Loved These Books, So We Sent Them to You...
“These libraries bless the givers as much as they 
do the receivers!”  - Sharon Allen, Los Alamos, 
NM

“I was so honored that I get to work with an 
amazing organization like ALP which shares the 
same belief that I have that education is the key 
to changing the world.” - Pooja Muvva, 9th Grader, 
San Jose, CA

And Now We Love Them Too! 
“Our partnership with you has brought smiles and joy to the Ghanaian 
children.  Your books not only serve the purpose of reading to our children, 
but a source of reference materials for students, teachers and community 
leaders.  Thank you.” - Ankomah Antwi Boasiako, Teacher, Ghana.

“You have changed the lives of many children.  My children are now excellent readers and are doing really fine 
in school.  I no longer have to chase them to do their homework. They always have books around them.” - Jessy 
Mphunda, Librarian / Mother, Malawi Institute of Education   

“I urge book drive organizers to include a picture and a note with the books they collect.  This extra personal touch 
creates a powerful human connection.  The students who use the library in Africa think, “Wow, someone took the 
time to put together a library for me.’” - Mzwa Shongwe, ALP alumnus
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Compassion in Action Awards
In 2016 we honored three organizations with a Compassion in 
Action award.  The award winners, ranging in age from 10 to 88, 
had two things in common - their contributions to African literacy 
and the intrinsic rewards they got from organizing book drives.

Over the course of two years, children in the Tracy, CA, Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education (D.A.R.E.) program collected 

26,000 gently used books 
to help set up 26 libraries 
throughout Africa. D.A.R.E 
officer Steve Abercrombie 
(pictured left) says, “The 
coolest thing for 10-year-
olds is they are helping 
some kid halfway around 
the world learn to read.”  

Since the 2008-09 school 
year, the sixth graders at 
Hillbrook School, located 

in Los Gatos, CA, have collected 2000 books each year and 
enough money to send them to Malawi for a grand total of 14 

community libraries. Pictured above 
right, Eden Maisel, Hillbrook’s 
Service Learning Coordinator says, 
“The results students see from 
book drives teach them that they 
can make a huge difference.”  

The Northfield Cannon Valley Lions Club in Northfield, MN, led by Gordon 
Simonson, 88, has collected books to supply libraries in Malawi, Swaziland and 
Lesotho. Since 2007 the club has collected 11,000 books.  Gordon got involved 
because of his belief in the power of education to make the world better.  He admitted, 
“I don’t care for golf; I would rather do something worthwhile.”

“I thank the awardees for their major contribution to promoting literacy in Africa,” says Isabelle Mussard,  ALP CEO.

You Can Help!
Do a Book Drive

Read about it on our website and sign up.
1,000 books + $500 = 1 African Library

Donate
Use the enclosed envelope or donate online at

www.africanlibraryproject.org.

      Thank You      We love our library!    

  ALP’s Work Adds Up!



African Library Project
P.O. 2162
Berkeley CA 94702
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ALP Builds Leaders
Divya Prakash (pictured second from left below), a 
fourteen-year old Book Drive Organizer, feels that ALP 
has transformed her life.  Her team of neighborhood 
kids (ages 7 to 16) has collected 5,000 books and 
raised $2,500.  She said, “I have learned and taught 
others how to write effective emails, solicit donations, 
rally support.  I have left behind my shyness and 
awkwardness and allowed myself to speak up, to be a 
leader.”

Our Mission
The African Library Project’s 
mission is to start and improve small 
libraries in sub-Saharan Africa while 
educating Americans about Africa.

Where in Africa is ALP?


